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The International Summer School for students 
and young professionals about residential 
Soviet modernism was held online in the 
June of 2021. The project was presented 
by „Kaunas – European Capital of Culture 
2022” and was a part of the “Modernism 
for the Future” programme and a follow-up 
event of the International Summer Schools 
“Modernism for the Future” organized in 
2018 and 2019. This year‘s Summer School 
consisted of two events: seminar of invited 
speakers and a one week group workshop.

This year, the International Summer School, 
as a field of study, gathered Soviet-era 
apartment building districts that were 
representative of Soviet-era modernism. 
Soviet-era apartment buildings are in crisis 
today, as it is unclear whether it is better 
to demolish or renovate these aging 
buildings. If they are to be renovated, 
what principles should be applied? The 
evolution of the function and occupation, 
especially on the ground floors of 
apartment buildings, changes not only the 
architectural expression of the building, 
but also the urban structure of the blocks. 

INTRO-
DUCTION

Outside these blocks, the spaces around 
apartment buildings, courtyards, public 
areas have also lost their function and 
attractiveness, often meeting only the 
needs of vehicular parking. Such public 
spaces reinforce a sense of exclusion rather 
than fostering a sense of communication 
and cooperation.

The global pandemic caused by the 
COVID-19 virus has touched the lives of 
everyone on the planet, especially those 
living in cities. In 2007 more people were 
living in cities than in rural areas for the first 
time ever, but the pandemic has seen a 
reversal of this trend with people seeking the 
space and seclusion of the countryside. All 
our experiences over the last months were 
causing us to critically and profoundly re-
evaluate our relationship with our friends, 
families and communities, and our homes, our 
neighbourhoods, our cities and our planet. 
The International Summer School invited 
participants from architectural and other 
creative practices to analyse and decode 
an existing residential cityscape in order to 
develop new visions of future utopias.

2



Sabine STORP
is an Associate Professor at Bartlett School of Architecture (UK). 
Her research is currently exploring the idea of architecture as an 
inclusive practice with a clear focus on integrating community 
engagement as inclusive participatory design at all levels of 
project design and implementation.

INVITED 
TEACHERS

Edward DENISON
is a Professor at Bartlett School of Architecture (UK) and an 
independent consultant, writer and photographer specializing in 
global histories of architecture as well as the built environment. 
His work for various international organizations in places as diverse 
as Africa, China and Europe is regularly published in international 
print, electronic and broadcast media. In 2016 and 2017 he 
received the RIBA President’s Medal for Research for “Asmara – 
Africa’s Modernist City” and “Ultra-Modernism: Architecture and 
Modernity in Manchuria”.
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EXPERTS
Martynas MAROZAS
Urbanist and owner of the 
company MB Martyno Marozo 
architektūra ir planavimas, MMAP, 
Assoc.prof. in Faculty
of Civil Engineering and
Architecture, KTU

Vaidas PETRULIS
Architecture historian in
Architecture and Urbanism
Research Centre, KTU, 
Assoc. prof. in Faculty of Civil 
Engineering and Architecture, KTU

Vidmantas MINKEVIČIUS
Architect and owner of the 
company V. Minkevičiaus įmonė, 
Assoc. prof. in Faculty
of Civil Engineering and 
Architecture, KTU

Alina BUTRIMĖ
Initiator of Informal community: 
“Neighbours of Ukmergė 
street”
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Vaiva BALVOČIENĖ
is an architect in architecture studio “Vilius ir partneriai” and PhD 
student in Kaunas University of Technology. Her current and previous 
research interests include fields of ecological architecture, urban 
structure and strategy, legibility of urban spaces, catalytic processes 
in the city.

Laura JANKAUSKAITĖ-JUREVIČIENĖ 
is a lecturer at the Faculty of Civil engineering and Architecture of the Kaunas University of Technology, architecture 
program. She is not only teaching design modules, but also has extensive experience working on research and 
study projects. She conducts various non-formal education programs for children and youth: Summer Camp 
“Architecture Academy”, “Design.Engineer.Construcy.LT (DEC.LT)”.

ORGANIZERS TEAM

Jurga VITKUVIENĖ
is a lecturer at the Faculty of Civil engineering and Architecture of the Kaunas University of 
Technology, architecture program, member and lecturer of the center for contemporary 
didactic competence development EDU_lab (KTU) working in the fields of design thinking 
and challenge-based learning.

Viktoras JASAITIS
a communication and marketing specialist 
at the Faculty of Civil Engineering and 
Architecture of the Kaunas university of 
Technology working with events, education 
programs and various media channels.

5



SE
M

IN
A

R



To better prepare for the International Summer School and get 
some understanding of the 20th-century social background, the 
history and development of residential districts, and their current 
problems, we invited all participants and other listeners to an 
introductory online seminar on June 11 th. 
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Housing Estates from 20th to 80th and their aftermath

Vladimír ŠLAPETA
is a Professor of Architecture Faculty – Brno University of Technology BUT and 
Czech Technical University in Prague, member of the Akademie der Künste in 
Berlin and the author of many books and exhibitions on Czech and Central 
European Architecture of the 20th century.

 I see 3 ways in which we can deal with an old socialist 
era housing: renovating and creating new design for buildings; 
renovating and coloring them, making them more attractive; 
demolishing them to the ground and building something new. 
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https://youtu.be/hjiy0BgGt8w


Microrayon transformation strategies: lessons learned

Martynas MAROZAS
is an Assoc. Prof. at Kaunas University of Technology Faculty of Civil Engineering 
and Architecture. Martynas Marozas is also the head of MMAP, a Vilnius-based 
urban planning company that specializes in working with territorial planning 
and development projects, and strategies. 

 Now we have renovated about 3,7 % of houses in Lithuania. 
We are not that rich that we could renovate all buildings using 
the government funds. We need to find some other forms of 
ownership and funding, and do it in an integrated way.
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https://youtu.be/U0Xc5c4AFfg


Bodies, spaces and control: intersections of private 
and public in everyday lives of people in the societies 
of East Central Europe during socialism

Kristina ŠLIAVAITĖ
is an anthropologist who gained her PhD in social anthropology at Lund 
University in 2005. She conducted her ethnographic fieldwork in a town built in 
the Soviet period next to the Ignalina nuclear power plant in Lithuania and in 
her doctoral thesis she analysed narratives of local people about the possible 
urban, economical, social decline of town caused by decommissioning of the 
plant.  She is teaching a course on a research conducted by anthropologists 
in various locations of socialist and post-socialist East Central Europe which 
reveals the great value of ethnographic research in understanding human 
behavior in different socio-cultural contexts. 

 You couldn’t live in these regions without being seen or 
heard by others. You couldn’t have any secrets or individuality. 
The main idea was to be in a collective and live in a socialist way. 
If you would do something different, your neighbors will know 
that. It’s like living under surveillance
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PROGRAM
  The aim of the day is to find out what we know about the residential districts 
designed during the Soviet-era. What was the planning idea, urban structure, 
buildings architecture? Participants will have a virtual tour – a field visit together with 
the architecture historian Assoc. prof. Vaidas Petrulis, architect Assoc.prof. Vidmantas 
Minkevičius

  The aim of the day is to start thinking about what we can offer for these 
neighbourhoods, starting with ideas for creating A New Spatial Equity, thinking about 
buildings designs, Urban Landscapes, Urban Resilience.

  The aim of the day is to start listening to the public opinion. We will hear an 
interview with the residents from Eiguliai districts and will try to find common elements 
between the residential district in Kaunas and in the participant’s neighbourhood.

  This day topic is very sensitive. We will start our discussion about inconvenient 
heritage. What should be protected as heritage? What is the value of Soviet-era 
residential areas? Interview with Assoc.prof. V.Petrulis

 Day to finalize and share our visions. Let’s discuss re-topia optimistic between the 
past and the future.

1st day of workshop* 
DAY TOPIC – WHAT DO 
WE KNOW?

2nd day of workshop* 
DAY TOPIC – WHAT CAN 
WE DO?

3rd day of workshop* 
DAY TOPIC – WHAT DO 
PUBLIC WANT?

4th day of workshop* 
DAY TOPIC – WHAT DO 
WE THINK ABOUT SOVIET 
HERITAGE?

5thd day of workshop* 
DAY TOPIC – WHAT ARE 
OUR VISIONS?

28 06
Monday

29 06
Tuesday

30 06
Wednesday

01 07
Thursday

02 07
Friday

12



The territory of the Eiguliai administrative neighbourhood unit was 
selected for the design, which includes Soviet-era built Eiguliai, 
Kalniečiai districts and some other areas.
The participants were given the freedom to interpret, analyze 
and create in both Soviet-era Eiguliai and/or Kalniečiai districts.

13



Eiguliai and Kalniečiai are the districts of Kaunas city, located in 
its northern part. Kalniečiai district constructions began in 1975. 
Construction of Eiguliai apartment buildings were started in 1979.
From the architectural and urban point of view, these residential 
areas built in the Soviet era in Kaunas are considered to be one 
of the most successful and least monotonous. The most significant 
innovation of that time was the compositional concentration of 
houses around pedestrian streets - courtyards, which have good 
connections with markets, bus and trolleybus stops, schools, 
kindergartens. The houses with courtyard facades and entrances 
are oriented towards common public spaces and thus closer to 
each other.
 In Eiguliai, as well as in Kalniečiai, large apartment buildings of 
the same series were built. In Eiguliai districts I and II, the streets 
were arranged according to the principle of tree branches, 
when small streets lead to the main central street. In Eiguliai, just 
like in Kalniečiai, essentially the same architectural-construction 
solutions were applied: reinforced concrete slabs were used 
for the yard covering, children’s playgrounds were built from 

originally applied construction waste, house numbers and street 
names were written in large letters on the walls of apartment 
buildings.
By the middle of the eighties, the infrastructure was well developed: 
a trolleybus line had been built to improve communication, shops 
and schools had been established. Though, no park or leisure 
area had been originally formed in Eiguliai district, this is partially 
compensated by the Kleboniškis forest sitting nearby or Kalniečiai 
park. In addition, a clearly distinguished urban center was not 
created in Eiguliai, even though it was planned next to the former 
Eiguliai cinema, according to the architects’ project. From an 
urban and visual point of view, Eiguliai district had become a 
continuation of the Kalniečiai district.
Regarding the type of apartment houses, schools, kindergartens 
and other buildings, the morphotype of Eiguliai and Kalniečiai 
districts is more or less homogeneous. 
In 1983, Architects E. Miliūnas, G. Miškinienė, A. Krasilnikova, A. 
Steponavičius were awarded the prize of the USSR Council of 
Ministers for the project of Kalniečiai district.

SHORT INFO ABOUT 
A RESEARCH 
TERRITORY
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THE MAP OF KAUNAS

EIGULIAI ELDERSHIP
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THE MAP OF A RESEARCH TERRITORY
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EIGULIAI
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WHAT DOES THE PUBLIC WANT?

Alina,
initiator of informal community: „Neighbours of Ukmergė street”

Closeness of the people. Alienation. I find it strange when 
the person you greet, doesn’t remember you for years.“

There was a time when we were very proactive and active. 
We wanted to do something... We created a backyard garden.  
An experimental garden to try whether we can do something 
here, will it stay or it will be destroyed at first night. And it worked 
out great. The garden was not destroyed for the whole summer... 
People picked what they needed.

I’m for a pure residential area. Sleeping area. Resting zone. 
Even that unused space is attractive. I want all green space. I 
want that irrational land use. Which would delight the eye and 
allow to move away from the city.
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Arminas,
a commandant of the Apartment Owners 
Association

It was one of the best options. The 
area is full of kindergartens and schools. 
Good transport links. Great place to raise 
kids. I wanted an environment where I 
could raise children in the city.
 

It would be fun to have places where 
families and the elderly can gather.
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Agnietė,
a teenager

Everything is close: park, forest, city 
centre 20 minutes by trolleybus. It’s a good 
place. Friends right here. Lots of children’s 
playgrounds. Hospital, pharmacies and 
shops are near by... Parents complain 
about parking. They try to get back from 
work earlier to find where to park.

Juozas and Elena,
residents of Kalniečiai since 1975.

When we came to this lace, it was 
the third house surrounded by meadows 
and kindergarten... The children had 
sandboxes and swings. Our house then had 
3 cars parked... The 6 car parking perfectly 
accommodated 3 cars. Everything around 
was built in 5 years.
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This is the place with urbanistic idea. These buildings are 
not fallen down by accident. Kalniečiai and Eiguliai had their 
own message, urbanistic idea. Kalniečiai was created with inner 
yards It had space, now it’s occupied by cars, but, organization 
of all district, served just as you drive from outside of the district 
and come to a  peaceful inner yard.

And in Eiguliai the idea was mostly the same, but they 
added a new metaphor, “like a tree branch”. 
Maybe it came from metabolism, I don’t know that, the main street 
of micrordistrict is “a trunk of tree” then it grows to “branches” 
and it ends with yards.

If we didn’t think of clichés and don’t think that heritage 
is some kind of trouble and a stop for the future progress. The 
community should insist, as if it were protected in an urban sense 
all green spaces and layout would remain. There would be no 
threat of space compaction.

A WALK around Eiguliai and Kalniečiai with 
Architecture historian Assoc. Prof. Vaidas Petrulis
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The semantics of a residential quarter is peace and rest. 
In it, the resident must regain strength. In the Soviet times, it was 
very clearly emphasized that a man is a creator of economic 
output. A well-rested person will be able to work better.

I would suggest reducing the number of cars as much as 
possible. And make the first floors more humane so that people 
can see green spaces and not a parking lot.

Looking from a broader perspective we can solve problems 
not only for one building or one yard. We solve the challenges 
of the whole district and what it will look like looking from a city 
perspective.

A WALK around Eiguliai with 
Architect Assoc. Prof. Vidmantas Minkevičius
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The site of the investigation, was introduced through films, 
interviews, and lectures. The International Summer School during 
the series of collaborative workshops engaged participants to 
critically address the questions and share the ideas of private and 
public space, spatial justice, equity, ecology, play, materiality, 
sustainability, connectivity, transportation, infrastructure and 
landscape. Participants critically reflected on the changes in the 
society, culture, community, and environment that have eroded 
the former utopian vision of the soviet-era built residential Eiguliai 
district in Kaunas and speculated on new interventions that could 
respond to our uncertain future.
Combining their learning from Eiguliai and the collective 

experiences from their respective contexts, each group 
generated a design output that responded to one of the three 
key themes:
1. A New Spatial Equity – how to redesign and redistribute 
space, internally and/or externally, more fairly and to best serve 
the needs of all.
2. From Buildings to Urban Landscapes – interrogating the 
relationship between the building and its surroundings. Reframing 
the building as an element in a wider landscape, not an entity in 
itself.
3. Urban Resilience – improving the health and well-being of 
the residents and the urban ecology. It can be multi-scale, from 
a window box to an urban infrastructure plan.
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Kemal:

A Soviet officer is printing the same 
buildings everywhere.
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Nino:

 I drew a plan of residential blocks. 
I know that they are built away from 
the city, have all the utilities of the 
neighbourhood. You don’t need to go to 
the city to have fun, you have everything 
in your neighbourhood. Buildings are 
monotonous, built from cheap materials.“

David:

 I visited some Soviet residential areas. And what do I know about them: even 
though the urban structure is quite competitive, the quality in public spaces is good. 
There is a lot of potential. There is a lot of greenery ... But at the same time, it has a bit 
of risk: dark spaces, where people are not coming...“
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RESEARCH TOPIC

Kemal Yeğin:
Architecture student from Turkey. Interested 
in robotics in architecture and rapid urban 
transformations to improve resilience. 

Team fictional story:

Three mysterious characters born in the Lithuanian forest by a 
inka magic, assembling their powers to fight against the concrete 
monsters trying to take over and solidify the organic heritage of 
the forest and greenery. In this journey to increase the resilience 
of the living.David Sonntag:

Urban Design Masters student from the 
Netherlands. Interested in relation between 
the spatial quality of the buildings and 
the quality of greenery and landscape, 
relation and function to the city, the bigger 
picture.
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Urban Resilience – improving the health and well-being of the residents and the urban ecology. Can be multi-scale, from a 
window box to an urban infrastructure plan.
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Abstract Eiguliai district is like many other Lithuania, needs 
renovation, although because of the ownership issues, it is difficult 
for a complete renovation to take place while tenants need 
the place to carry on their day to day life. In order to solve the 
issue, the scaffoldings that are usually being made for restoration 
purposes are speculated to grow as permanent structures which 
grow around and on top f the existing buildings. Add value to 
the existing structures, such as an extra room, larger balcony, 
common area, vertical farming units.

Renovation usually may take up to 6 to 12 months, residents of 
the structure can be moved upstairs on the growing structure 
for that time frame, and later on, the extra housing stock can 
be offered to students and low-income families, government 
workers and the homeless. Therefore the ownership age can be 
lowered, housing can be seen as a human right in this utopia. 
This opportunity in time can lead to recreating nature in another 
layer, moving vertically in a futuristic manner.
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REFLECTICITY 
REFLECT – ADD – SUBTRACT
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RESEARCH TOPIC

Karina Račaitytė:
Ethnology PhD student from Lithuania. 
Interested in identity and memory narratives 
of inhabitants from 4 Kaunas micro-districts 
(Dainava, Eiguliai, Kalniečiai, Šilainiai).

Team fictional story:

Explorers prepaired for a life changing trip in Eiguliai district. They 
took a map of Eiguliai. District that was undiscovered for them 
left a strong impression. Along the go, photographer captured 
children in playground whereas the engineer was trying to know 
how playground structure is made. They interviewed some 
children and created mindmap of experiences on the ground. 
Pebbles, spruce cones and colourful candy papers were exposed 
to the sunshine. Children were happy.
Explorers joined children playground and listened to their stories. 
One was about creating roller-coaster park in Eiguliai. Children 
light their motivation and build park from sand.

Urban Resilience – improving the health and well-being of the residents and the urban ecology. Can be multi-scale, from a 
window box to an urban infrastructure plan.

Lukas Jusas:
Architecture student from Lithuania. Has 
an interest in reviving Soviet buildings and 
solving issues of urban blocks.

Ugnė Girdauskaitė:
High school student from Lithuania.
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SYMBIOSIS

Public space now:
• storage of cars
• playgrounds not working properly
• Lacking community spaces

Public space potential:
• Community
• Get rid of the cars
• Furnishing street furniture.
• Lively street
• different age groups of people gather

Symbiosis - a dialogue between people who live in the same 
microdistrict and space where they gather. 
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Our idea is to revive the streets of Eiguliai 
that nowadays are crowded with cars, 
offering a mixed-use public space. We 
imagine the street as a place where 
different age groups of people gather 
and spend time together. There is no 
inequality between people - the street 
is freely accessible for all and owned by 
all who gather there. It is the property of 
those who live there, and those who take 
care of it. This is how spatial equity works as 
an adhesive that binds people together. 
Places to sit and talk with neighbours, 
friends and strangers, and events and 
activities that bring people together is 
vital. Art on the walls of the buildings and 
vibrant coloured playgrounds for children 
work as colour accents.
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RESEARCH TOPIC

Kristis Länts:
Architecture student from Estonia. 
Interested in recovery of old housing areas, 
because they have affected the living 
conditions that are being questioned.  

Sara Prilepchanska:
Architecture student from N. Macedonia. 
Interested in improvement of urban 
neighbourhoods and solving urban issues.

Kateryna Skipochka:
Arts and Culture student from Ukraine. 
Interested in urban regeneration, clustering 
and gentrification, as well as preserving 
architectural heritage. 

Team fictional story:

We are observing the most potential areas through our camera. 
We are searching for the solutions with our best patron - 
technology. Our minds are awake to catch every detail to use it 
in favour of better future. We are the Spectators. + There was a 
city in the far future which was surrounded by soviet architecture. 
An expedition group arranged a meeting to revive this by 
documenting the past and connecting with the future. But the 
journey was full of traps and stormtroopers which they were 
soldiers of the new regime. Success was not easy though it has to 
be done. 
Cast: cyberfuturistic expedition person, archivist and stormtrooper 
who bonded to new regime.

From Buildings to Urban Landscapes – interrogating the relationship between the building and its surroundings. Reframing 
the building as an element in a wider landscape, not an entity in itself.
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Examining Soviet-era residential areas inevitably raises more 
questions than answers: what to do with buildings and their 
nowadays quality of life; who should be responsible for land 
and building management; how to solve emerging problems 
of parking, security, energy efficiency; how to preserve / 
purposefully use green spaces; what renovation principles must 
be applied to the apartment, building, district; how to fulfil the 
expectations and attitudes of the local resident, urban planner, 
country planners; whether it is necessary, what, how much and 
how to preserve it as cultural heritage, etc. 
During the International Summer School, participants sought to 
hear and see problem areas in the soviet-era built neighbourhood 
and offer ideas for transforming the area. Participants suggested 
ideas and speculations range from the renovation of the buildings 
themselves to the regeneration of courtyard and the environment. 
In the participants’ visions for the issue of building renovation and 
area compaction  was offered a futuristic solution for growing 
buildings vertically, seeking to improve environmental resilience 
was proposed an idea to reduce the number of cars and use 
and adapt courtyard spaces to suit for inhabitants of all ages 
and needs or creating a multifunctional space for residents to be 
active, creative and feel part of the community.
As organizers, we hope, that the questions raised during 
the International Summer School will remain in the minds of the 
participants, and the ideas and speculations generated during it 
will force the need to speak, discuss, generate new or transformed 
visions of these residential areas, emphasizing their potential and 
rejecting ideology. Participants’ visions could become a starting point 
for building a local identity, taking into account needs and future 
perspectives, discarding the past and creating new narratives.

57





IN
VI

TA
TIO

N TO THE NEXT

INTERNATIONAL 
SUMMER SCHOOL

JUNE-JULY 2022

MORE INFO:
https://fcea.ktu.edu/summerschool





COMPILED BY
Laura Jankauskaitė-Jurevičienė

Jurga Vitkuvienė
Viktoras Jasaitis

Vaiva Balvočienė

PHOTOGRAPHY BY
Laura Jankauskaitė-Jurevičienė

Vaiva Balvočienė
Kristina Podinskaitė

MAPS BY
Kristina Podinskaitė

WEB PAGE
Viktoras Jasaitis

Laura Jankauskaitė-Jurevičienė
https://fcea.ktu.edu/summerschool/

OrganizerProject presented by

2021

ktu
faculty of civil 
engineering and 
architecture

1922


